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Assessment of pollution characteristics of heavy metals in the sediments
of Huaihe River (Anhui Section) by pollution load index

WANG Jie, LIU Guijian, FANG Ting, YUAN Zijiao
(School of Earth and Space Sciences, University of Science and Technology of China,s Hefei 230026, China)

Abstract: 27 sediment samples of Huaihe River (Anhui Section) were collected and the contents of 7 heavy
metal elements (Cu, Pb, Zn, Cr, Co, V, Mn) in the sediments were analyzed by inductively coupled
plasma atomic emission spectrometry (ICP-AES). The pollution degree of heavy metals was evaluated by
the method of pollution load index (PLI) proposed by Tomlinson. The results show that the Anhui Section
of Huaihe River is slightly polluted on the whole, with only the stretch from Fengtai to Huainan reaching
a level of moderate pollution at the PLI value of 1.28. The degree of heavy metal pollution is in the
descent order of Cr=>Co>Mn=Cu>Pb>Zn>>V. Among the 7 kinds of heavy metal elements, Cr is the

main pollutant of Huaihe River ( Anhui Section) whose concentration is 6.72 times higher than the
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background value. This may be due to coal mining and pollutants from the emissions of power plants in the

region.

Key words: Huaihe River; sediment; heavy metal; pollution load index
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Fig. 1 Distribution of sampling sites
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1.1 HAXE&E

A5 94 0T SR A DX B PN ) T G U5 53 A I Ol L e
T T BT B L O A X 22 12 T i X B, AN S X
SRR R R ZICIEHFE & B2 R G B A e 2
PRI B A 6 A R AE i KU 21U R B DL SR
I B BB AT T AN 8 A SRR A B R A

FORE L AFE M R 27 DR JEAE & CRAE AL
B DR R AR A B RE SR AR O 0 R AR
PN NS TRER T iR =R A A e
A RBEAL B GPS & 7 U 8 E A2 (R 1), a0
KA T A B O L4k 32°38'51.0", R &
116°16'33. 6".
x1 BEREREGE
Tab. 1 The latitude and longitude of each sampling site

AR NP ZJE(E)
1 32°38'51. 0" 116°16'33. 6"
2 32°32'07.9" 116°27'00. 0"
3 32°30'21. 2" 116°31'08. 6"
4 32°30'17. 5" 116°31'05. 2"
5 32°41'58. 8" 116°41'42. 3"
6 32°42'12. 3" 116°42'34. 6"
7 32°42'55. 0" 116°43'54. 1"
8 32°42'53. 2" 116°46'56. 6"
9 32°41'31. 5" 116°50'37. 3"
10 32°40'33. 3" 116°52'27. 2"
11 32°40'35. 1" 116°56'22. 9"
12 32°38'27.5" 116°52'55. 6"
13 32°38'53. 7" 116°52'14. 3"
14 32°41'33.0" 117°03'59. 0"
15 32°41'33. 5" 117°04'02. 6"
16 32°41'33. 4" 117°04'01. 3"
17 32°43'32. 3" 117°08'25. 3"
18 32°43'30. 3" 117°08'28. 4"
19 32°43'11. 6" 117°09'02. 7"
20 32°56'23. 4" 117°09'55. 3"
21 32°55'42. 5" 117°10'03. 0"
22 32°55'32. 3" 117°10'13. 9"
23 32°55'52. 4" 117°10'17. 7"
24 32°57'40. 5" 117°12'49. 7"
25 32°57'33. 2" 117°14'32. 7"
26 32°57'28. 7" 117°15'33. 7"
27 32°57'00. 0" 117°16'33. 8"
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WERAFREURE 55 0. 500 0 g T 50 mL UG L
WREED AR KRS A 10 mL 2, T
AU P B R BB BT (150 OO 1 b, B AE 5
o i BIBRIR 2 g 2~3 mL B, AL LA N 5 mL il
RN 3 mL SR » PR E5 R IR (250 °CO fnA g i 2
A KR AR R A LR R SR € 2 R R
ROBFAEE A 1% HNO; 25 mL, 2 b % fi#
Bt F & 50~100 mL BEM P, LLEE T RKER
FHRE RS Z 5 R [ s AR S A s L AR D e
TE AR v A RE S B R S R L O AT R RN AR [l

eiZepiassitih
2 HR5iTiR

2.1 MBYHESENESE

2, 8RS ES R IT RN & &AL
K, Hod Cr JLR WAR#E 2241 385,57, F fL K
B, Hi A BV I 53.12~6 768. 34 mg/kg, fx
KAB S e/ IMA Y 127, 42 4%, RS A0 BE A R 0 J2
Mn TG, FRMEZE N 298. 67,1 Co T 2 1 48 4k I Ji
/N H Va9, 78~51. 92 mg/ kg, ik K (H 2

F2 ENREBRABRYMPESZERE (ng/ke)

Tab.2 Concentrations of heavy metals in sediments for each sampling site

R Co Cr Cu Mn Pb \Y% Zn gy PIH
1 17. 99 88. 47 32.98 992. 90 41. 06 71.94 71. 94 1317.28 188.18
2 % 13. 60 160. 70 36.16 743.92 13.74 56. 28 45. 38 1069.78 152. 83
3 T 15. 91 423.15 31.41 519. 30 15. 56 46. 85 42. 47 1094. 64 156. 38
4 i—]ﬂ 16. 14 109. 66 25.53 836.55 18.73 75.79 58. 33 1 140.73 162. 96
5 & 19. 45 864. 66 38. 20 625.14 4.72 56. 56 39. 00 1647.74 235. 39
6 12.93 983.73 63.09 471.10 12,74 53.46 39. 90 1 636.95 233. 85
7 23.52 283. 62 48.08 1 266. 00 27.96 102. 45 101. 93 1 853.56 264.79
8 36.73 3 310. 80 81.32 1065.91 17. 85 90. 41 61.10 4 664,14 666. 31
9 Jik 18. 41 133. 84 31.91 956. 96 17.92 90. 46 68.76 1318.25 188. 32
10 '@_'u 25. 47 135. 06 31.19 1.098.99 18. 14 107. 79 72. 30 1488.93 212.70
11 % 51.92 6 768. 34 247. 67 1484.17 24. 39 113. 10 76.63 8 766. 22 1252. 3
12 24. 89 161. 68 28. 02 1103.33 19.53 87.61 75.31 1 500. 37 214. 34
13 20. 62 101. 12 27. 60 1038.68 21.29 74,17 71. 21 1 354,70 193.53
14 21.10 125. 56 36. 92 573.72 25.19 102. 30 87.59 972. 37 138.91
15 N 12.52 570. 84 30. 93 428.76 2.47 41.12 21. 20 1107. 84 158. 26
16 % 9.78 493. 94 30. 43 471,74 9.15 41. 00 19. 74 1075.79 153. 68
17 %‘J 21.79 96.13 39. 24 1025. 09 20. 32 75.29 62.83 1 340. 70 191.53
18 iz 12. 60 102. 50 28. 49 495,02 14.78 67.83 47.11 768. 33 109. 76
19 19.77 80. 62 35.98 1170. 32 23. 40 93. 83 74.45 1 498. 37 214. 05
20 26.91 361. 26 52. 37 1123.06 22.29 128. 95 104. 16 1.819.01 259. 86
21 18. 80 127.08 43.55 837.06 22. 86 96. 56 79.51 1225.41 175. 06
22 W 17.52 148. 90 34. 33 855.17 18.91 83. 37 61.42 1 219. 62 174. 23
23 i 16. 13 96. 10 28. 74 679.25 13.15 66. 64 65. 39 965. 40 137.91
24 g%];J 12.23 53.12 14. 32 425.73 3.79 44. 89 31.66 585.73 83. 68
25 e 18. 67 334,97 36. 30 970.53 22.51 100. 52 79.10 1562.59 223. 23
26 23.63 141. 32 41. 34 968. 56 29.53 102. 08 84.16 1 390. 62 198. 66
27 10. 05 76. 14 16. 15 375.93 NA 40. 34 27.68 546. 28 91.05
B 539. 06 16 333.3 1192.3 22 602.9 481. 99 2 111.59 1670.22

SE S5 19.97 604. 94 44. 16 837. 14 18. 54 78. 21 61.86

FrifE 22 8.68 1 385.57 42.81 298. 67 8.35 24. 85 22.76

/M 9.78 53.12 14. 32 375.93 2.47 40. 34 19. 74

B 51.92 6 768. 34 247,67 1484.17 41. 06 128. 95 104. 16
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Fig.2 The content distribution of Co, Cr, Cu, Mn, Pb, V, Zn in each sampling site
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Tab.3 The rank partition of pollution load index

PLI{H <1 1~2 2~3 =3
e 0 1 I I
EREE  EBR RSERE EIER MoREE

AR SR A 3R GUA V- S EAE R TR vh 4 s
TLREREGE .
x4 EGERETSEEKISEHE
Tab.4 The background valves
of heavy metal elements (mg/kg)

ILE Co Cr Cu Mn Pb Y Zn

W E 19 90 45 850 20 130 95

[14:] * 4§ Fostner U, Wittmann G T W(1987)

2.3 EMER

FETIE g fmfe gk E RS E AR &
1o 5 Y ZR B0 K i e A far 18 AL 3R 5.

FH 2 5, WE TR 3k CZ2 BB 9 PLI{E R 0. 90, 14
RHUEVAT CLE OB B8 AR T A2 B V5 YL B0 i, 7E 4 A
X B, R 0 ik B Bz B TS YL A8 B | KL PLI A
128, 2 B AR g AR B PLIME /N T 1,
ST HIER TR RH TR G R B AER] &
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Yo, Jorp i B7E XU E 20 E m B Y SR BE A 11 [ PLI
fEHE K. N 2,89, Fi/MER 7. 41 5. MIEKESL
J& ) CF {8 7T LAAS 3 Hods B ¥ Ry Cr> Co>
Mn=Cu>Pb>Zn>V,H 1k Cr,Co 4b, H 4 5 Fi
EEER CFEB/NT 1L, U 5 fE L8 & &
PUNFE AR5, Cr i CF{E R 6. 72, )2
DI Se(E I 6. 72 5, P 7E R AE A 11.Cr 1Y
CEA{E>N 75. 20, i 38 88 o ¥ 5 {H. 156 B I 0] K &
CEBBO F2Z5] Cris Y, FHE a2 h TR A
FI) Ik B BEAFAE K AT A L0 Cr 78 WE /AT A p
KA AR R B A H A R Bl 10,19 ~103.79
meg/kg, 2 &8 K 50. 66 mg/ket', T L U mE M
L HER R Cr S H Ol 3. 24~92. Tmg/kg, F
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Fig. 3 The variation of pollution Load Index

along the sampling sites
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Tab.5 Contamination coefficients and Pollution Load Indices of heavy metals

Co Cr Cu Mn Pb A% Zn PLI V5 Yy B PLI PLI
RAE ) i 5 Y R
CF (point) g (zone)  (area)
1 0.95 0.98 0.73 1.17 2.05 0.55 0.76 0.95 0 pREE S
2 5 0.72 1.79 0. 80 0.88 0.69 0.43 0.48 0.75 0 pREE S
3 I 0. 84 4.70 0.70 0.61 0.78 0.36 0. 45 0. 80 0 pREE S
4 fi]ﬂ 0.85 1.22 0.57 0.98 0.94 0.58 0.61 0.79 0 pREE S 0. 84
5 i 1.02 9.61 0.85 0.74 0.24 0.44 0.41 0.83 0 pREE S
6 0.68  10.93 1.40 0.55 0. 64 0.41 0.42 0.94 0 pREE S
7 1.24 3.15 1.07 1.49 1.40 0.79 1.07 1.33 1 HpAETE Y
8 1,93  36.79  1.81 1.25 0. 89 0.70 0. 64 1.81 1 rp AT Yy
9 J 0.97 1. 49 0.71 1.13 0. 90 0.70 0.72 0.91 0 pREE
10 ;LT'J .34 1.50  0.69  1.29  0.91  0.83  0.76 1.00 1 TEEBE ) 9g
11 % 2.73  75.20  5.50 1.75 1.22 0. 87 0.81 2. 89 1l G Yy
12 1.31 1.80 0.62 1.30 0.98 0.67 0.79 1.00 1 rp AT gy
13 1.09 1.12 0.61 1.22 1.06 0.57 0.75 0.88 0 Joi5 4,
14 .11 1.40  0.82  0.67  1.26  0.79  0.92 0.97 0 T 15 Y 0.90
15 N 0. 66 6.34 0.69  0.50  0.12 0.32 0.22 0.53 0 TG g
16 % 0.51 5.49 0.68 0.55 0. 46 0. 32 0.21 0.61 0 FREEC
17 %‘J 1.15 1.07 0.87 1.21 1.02 0.58 0. 66 0.91 0 pREE S 0.7
18 iz 0. 66 1. 14 0.63 0.58 0.74 0.52 0.50 0.66 0 pREE S
19 1. 04 0. 90 0. 80 1.38 1.17 0.72 0.78 0.95 0 pREE S
20 1.42 4.01 1.16 1.32 1.11 0.99 1.10 1.40 1 HpAETE Y
21 0.99 1.41 0.97 0.98 1.14 0.74 0. 84 0.99 0 ToT5 4,
22 g 0.92 1.65  0.76 1.0l  0.95  0.64  0.65 0. 90 0 SRS
23 J;T] 0. 85 1.07 0. 64 0. 80 0. 66 0.51 0. 69 0.73 0 ToT5 4, o83
24 e 0. 64 0.59 0.32 0.50 0.19 0.35 0.33 0.39 0 FREES
25 it 0.98 3.72 0.81 1.14 1.13 0.77 0.83 1.14 1 rp AT Yy
26 1.24 1.57 0.92 1.14 1.48 0.79 0. 89 1.11 1 HpAETE Y
27 0.53 0. 85 0.36 0. 44 0.31 0.29 0. 49 0 Toi5 4,
¥iMg 1.05 6.72 0.98 0.98 0.93 0. 60 0. 65
B Bt i T . Co TR & BIgE T 5
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